
Tow Law Millennium Primary School Rainbow Curriculum Rationale 

 
Due to the pandemic and lockdown in spring/summer 2020 all children have experienced losses of: 

- Routine, Structure, Friendship, Opportunity, Freedom 

These losses could cause: 

- Anxiety, Trauma, Bereavement 

 

Our Rainbow Curriculum will run in 3 phases and will focus on: listening to and sharing experiences, re-creating a 

sense of belonging in the classroom/school and giving opportunities for social interaction.  

 

We expect Phase 1 (whole school) to last for the first half term (this coincides with our school decision for 

children to remain in their current class from 2019 – 2020 to provide reassurance and continuity on return to 

school).  After the first half term, our long-term curriculum plan will be reviewed.  

 

• Phase 1 – Whole school Every child in school has experienced lockdown/coronavirus and so needs the 

recovery curriculum as support. 

• Phase 2 – Group work Some children may have had a slightly different experience of 

lockdown/coronavirus, this could be due to attachment needs, parental mental health issues etc. 

• Phase 3 – Individual targeted support This may be due to a bereavement or SEND. 

 

Reading Reading is a vital part of the curriculum and children will have access to reading materials using 

books along with internet texts. We will be sending books home during the week so that parents 

and carers can join us in supporting their child’s reading – the arrangements for isolation of books 

can be found on the school’s risk assessment.  

Phonics Phonics will be taught using the new long-term plan. The children who were in reception, year 1 and 

year 2 in 2019-2020 will focus on the phonemes needed based on weekly teacher assessments. 

Children who are new to reception will complete phase 1 activities alongside phase 2 within their 

indoor/ outdoor environment.  

Literacy – 

writing 

and GPS 

Literacy will be taught using the new long-term plan which is in line with our Educate and Celebrate 

texts. Teachers will choose texts carefully from the school book list to enable pupils to express 

themselves, support their social interaction along with addressing learning objectives. Each class 

teacher will start with targeting the LO from the previous year group which through their teacher 

judgement feel their class would benefit from addressing. This includes literacy, grammar and 

spelling objectives.  

Numeracy We are focusing on basic mental maths skills for the first half term to allow the children to 

improve their recall of basic number facts and become confident once again in the formal methods 

for the four operations. 

Science Science will be taught using the new sequences of learning as these have been changed to ensure 

that objectives are taught progressively, in the case of topics which are taught in consecutive 

years. Due to the importance of progression classes will start with topics missed in Spring 

/Summer for Class 1- Evolution and Class 2 – Light but Class 3 would benefit from a focus on 

Seasonal Changes to utilise the outdoor areas. Then when the year groups move after autumn first 

half each class will focus on Animals Including Humans so that the children get the correct 

progression of objectives.  

PE We will be focusing on improving their fitness levels and self-esteem/ confidence with a range of 

outdoor non-contact activities to support social distancing guidance. Class 4 will focus on 

fundamentals throughout their day. Class 3 will complete fundamentals and dance sequences of 

lessons. Class 2 will complete rounders and athletics sequences.  

Religious 

Education 

The Durham New Agreed Syllabus was launched in spring 2020. We will follow the new LT plan 

from September 2020. The exception to this is C1 focusing on their spring unit on Christianity and 



God in autumn, to allow the full Y5/6 class progression in the Judaism units when they become our 

new Class 1 in autumn 2nd.  

Computing We will start the new computing sequences in September however, due to children generally being 

online for a considerable amount of time during lockdown there has been increased concerns over 

grooming and online perpetrators. The evidence coming through is that online safety is paramount 

so in case of a further lockdown we will start with an online safety sequence of lessons, this will 

help us to more fully prepare our children.   

History History will be taught from autumn 2nd half term to allow a focus on the arts curriculum (as this 

is deemed more appropriate for the social interaction and communication that our pupils will 

require). 

Geography Geography will be taught from autumn 2nd half term to allow a focus on the arts curriculum (as 

this is deemed more appropriate for the social interaction and communication that our pupils will 

require). 

Music For autumn 1st half term, music will be taught through Charanaga. The programme has been 

changed to be COVID secure in line with government guidance. Instruments will not be used and 

music lessons will focus on singing, rhythm and pulse games and body percussion. After autumn 1st, 

we will use the latest government guidance to guide the direction that our music teaching will take.   

Art We are using the Kapow scheme from autumn 2020. We will be following the long-term plan which 

has been created to cover specific skills and show progression through the year groups. All classes 

will start with formal elements in autumn 1st half term. 

D&T Design and Technology will also be taught using our new Kapow scheme. Each class will follow the 

long-term plan and the sequences of lessons. The long-term plan shows progression as each class 

will focus on the same areas at the same time such as: food, mechanisms, structures, textiles and 

electrical systems. 

PSHE PSHE sessions will be taught daily linked to our Rainbow Curriculum and the focus of them, 

although planned by the teacher, will essentially be led in the direction our pupils show need for. 

When we feel the pupils are progressing well on the Rainbow Curriculum focuses, our long-term 

plan will be reinstated. The first units for the 2020 – 2021 year are: C3 - differences between us, 

C2 - families and C1 – jobs. 

 

A new timetable has been created for each class to show what the Rainbow Curriculum will look like in daily 

school life. 


