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Intent 

At Tow Law Millennium Primary School, we believe Design and Technology to be an inspiring and practical 

subject that will help prepare our children to deal with tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Design and 

Technology encourages children to learn to think and intervene creatively to solve problems both as 

individuals and as members of a team. Pupils at our school often have a limited understanding of overall 

health and nutrition and we strive to address these limitations through ensuring our children have an 

understanding of where food comes from and the importance of a varied and healthy diet. At Tow Law 

Millennium Primary School, we encourage children to use their creativity and imagination, to design and 

make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own 

and others’ needs, wants and values.  

 

Implementation 

As a school, and in accordance with the National Curriculum’s expectations, we aim to ensure that all 

pupils:  

• Develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently 

and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world. 

 • Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-

quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users. 

• Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others. 

 

The teaching and implementation of the Art and Design Curriculum at Tow Law Millennium Primary 

School is based on the National Curriculum and is, where possible, linked to topics to ensure a well-

structured approach to this creative subject. Design and Technology at Tow Law Millennium Primary 

is taught in blocks throughout the year (3 units per year on a two-year rolling programme), so that 

children can achieve depth in their learning. The coordinator has, alongside teachers, identified the 

key knowledge and skills of each blocked topic and consideration has been given to ensure 

progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. Lessons are planned and 

sequenced so skills and knowledge are progressive and there is an increasing challenge for the children 

as they move up through the school. Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt 

and demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the 

school’s commitment to inclusion and equality. We plan for opportunities that allow children to design 

products with a purpose in mind and an intended user of the products. Food technology is implemented 

across the school with children developing an understanding of where food comes from, the importance 

of a varied and healthy diet and how to prepare this.  

 

In EYFS, our pupils explore and use a variety of media and materials through a combination of child 

initiated and adult directed activities. There are always opportunities for children to engage in 

exploring different media and materials to express their own ideas, learning about media and materials 

in originals ways, thinking about the form, function and purpose, making plans and constructing with a 

purpose in mind, selecting appropriate resources for a product and adapting their work where 

necessary, as well as developing skills using simple tools and adhering to good health and hygiene 

routines when cooking and preparing food. 

 



Design and Technology Curriculum Rationale 2020 

 

Impact 

Our children will enjoy being creators and designers. This will be evidenced through their sketch books, 

prototypes and final products, and progression grids. They will develop creative, technical and practical 

expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently and will be able to participate successfully in 

our increasingly technological world. The children will learn how to build and apply a repertoire of 

knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-quality products for a wide range 

of users and critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others. Through this, 

our children will learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable 

citizens. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical 

understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. At Tow Law Millennium, the monitoring of 

foundation subjects is carried out following the whole school annual monitoring programme. The subject 

coordinator also monitors progress, evidence and pupil voice termly. 


